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SERMON 


Preach'd on 


Thurſday the 27th of Fune 1706. 
Being the Day appointed by Her Majeſty for a 


Solemn Thankſgiving 
To Almighty G O D 


FOR TH E 


Late Glorious PROGRESS of Her 
Majeſty's Arms and thoſe of her Allies 
in Flanders and Spain. 
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By Jos gen STENNETT. , 
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Printed for J. Baker at Mercers Chappel in Cheapſege, A. Bel at 
the Croſs- Keys and Bible in Cornhbil, S. Crouch at tlie Corner 
of Popes- head Alley in Cornhil, and D. Brown at the Black 


Swan without Temp/e-bar. 1706. 


— — > - — — ———— —2—eʃꝛ42 —¼ — 


Deut. XXXIII. 29. 


Happy art Thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto Thee, O People 
fav'd by the LOR D! the Shield of thy Help, and who 
is the Sword of thy Excellency! And thine Enemies ſhall 


be found Liars unto Thee, and Thou ſhalt tread upon 
their High Places. 


f HEN Moſes the Law-giver and Judg of 
. Iſrael, and the greateſt Prophet under the 
| Old Teſtament, was admoniſh'd of his ap- 


proaching Death; the very day he receives 
an Order from Heaven to aſcend Mount -Nebo and die 


there, he takes his ſolemn Leave of that People, whom he ch. 32. 
had brought out of Egypt, and conducted thro the Wilderneſs 48, 49. 


to the Borders of Canaan: And this he does firſt by a Pro- 
phetick Song in the foregoing Chapter, which contains an 
account of the great Bleſſings God would beſtow on 'em in 
caſe of their Obedience to his Commands, and of the terrible 
Judgments that would purſue *em, if they ſhould revolt from 
the true Religion; and then by pronouncing particular Bleſſings 
on the ſeveral Tribes of /rae/ in this Chapter, which he con- 
cludes with a general Bleſſing on the whole Nation. 

"Tis true, the Name of Simeon is not here mention'd among 
the reſt of the Tribes, who are diſtinguiſh'd by the Names 
of their Fathers; but ſome Greek Copies of the Septuagint make 
the Tribe of Simeon, who was next in order of Birth to Reu- 
ben, (ſhare with his Poſterity the Bleſſing contain'd in the 6th 
Verſe, which they thus render; Let Reuben live and not die, 
and let Simeon be many in number: Tho ſome Interpreters are 
better pleas'd with the Targum of Jonathan, which finds a 
place for Simeon in the Bleſſing of Judah, becauſe a, | 4 

B an 
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Land of Promiſe came to be divided, the Sacred Text ſays, 
Joſh.19.1. their Inheritance was within the Inheritance of the Children of 
Judg. 1.3- Judah; and therefore the Expeditions made by this Tribe a- 
gainſt the Canaanites, were in concert with the Tribe of Simeon. 
But whatever difficulty there may ſeem in aſſigning them a 
diſtinct Bleſſing in this Chapter, there is no room to doubt of 
their Intereſt in that general and comprehenſive one which 
cloſes it. 
As it was the uſual Practice of the antient Patriarchs to 
bleſs their Children a little before their death, as appears in 
Gen. 27. the Inſtance of Jaac, who when he was dim with Age, and 
in the daily expectation of Death, pronounc'd a Bleſſing on his 
Gen. 48. two Sons; and of Jacob, who by Faith when he was dying bleſt 
pr both the Sons of Joſeph, and then all his own Sons, who were 
Deut. 33. the Heads of the Tribes of rael: So Moſes, who was King in 
Jeſburun, as the common Father of this People, piouſly re- 
commends em to the Care of Heaven, and predicts the great 
Favours and Privileges with which God deſign'd to honour 
Ver. 1. 'em, as the beginning of the Chapter aſſures us: And this is 
the Bleſſing wherewith Moſes the Man of God bleſs'd the Children 
of Iſrael before hu death. 
After the particular Bleſſings pronounc'd on the different 
Tribes, he foretels the Proſperity of the whole Body. of that 
People, who were under the ſpecial Protection of the True 
God whom they worſhip'd, and going to be introduc'd by his 
Power into the Poſſeſſion of a very pleaſant and fruitful Coun- 
try. The Terms he uſes on this occaſion are very lofty, and 
expreſs a very ſenſible Pleaſure in the Mind of him that utter*d 
V. 26, 27, em: There is none like to the God of Jeſhurun, who rides upon 
ab, the Heaven for thy Help, and in his Excellency on the Sky : The 
Eternal GOD i thy Refuge, and underneath are the Everlaſting 
Arms; and he ſhall thruſt out the Enemy from before thee, and 
ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them. Iſrael then ſhall dwell in ſafety alone; the 
Fountain of Jacob ſhall be upon a Land of Corn and Wine; his 
Heavens alſo ſhall drop down Dew. | __ 
And now the Review he takes of the Great Things on had 
already 
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already done for em, together with the Proſpect he has of 
the new Miracles the Almighty was about to perform in their 
favor, throws him into a Tranſport of Joy and Wonder, 
and makes him celebrate their Happineſs atter a very elegant 
manner in our Text: Happy art Thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto 
Thee, O People ſav'd by the LORD! the Shield of thy Help, 
and who is the Sword of thy Excellency! And thy Enemies ſhall 
be found Liars unto Thee, and Thou ſhalt tread upon their High 
Places. 
In which Words the Prophet 

1/t, Admires the happy State of the 1/rae/ztes above all other 
Nations; Happy art Thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto Thee ! 

2dly, Declares wherein their Happineſs conſiſted ; vis. 
in the Favor of God, by whom they were defended from 
their Enemies, and made to triumph over em: which is ex- 
preſs'd in theſe Terms; O People ſav'd by the Lord! the Shield 
of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy Excellency And thy 
Enemies 42 be found Liars unto Thee, and Thou ſhalt tread 


upon their High Places. | 
1. As to the Terms in which Moſes admires the peculiar 


Happineſs of Iſrael, they have a great deal of force in em in the 
Original. The word here tranſlated [Happy] is the ſame that 


is frequently us'd by the Pſalmiſt to ſignify the great Happi- 


neſs that attends a religious Courſe of Life: Bleſſed is the Man. pfal. 1. 1. 
ſays he, who walks not in the Counſel of the Ungoaly, &c. Bleſſed val. 119. 
are the undeſil'd in the way, who walk in the Law of the Lord, l, 2. 

Bleſſed are they who keep his Teſtimonies. Bleſſed is every one that pfl 128. 1. 


feareth the Lord, In all which places the word [Bleſſed] might 
be render*d [the Bleſſedneſs or Happineſs] or if our Language 
would bear it [Happineſſes] according to the Hebrew Idiom, 
and imports as much as when we ſay in Exglib, O the Happi- 
neſs of a pious Man! O the many Bleſſings that accompany the 


Exerciſe of Holineſs and Religion! The ſame Emphaſis is in 


our Text where the ſame Word is employ'd : Happy art Thos,: 
O Iſrael! or Thy Happineſs, O 1/rael ! i. e. How great is thy 
Happineſs | How numerous the Bleſſings that attend thee, O 

| | B 2 Iſrael! 


Ch. 32.31. 
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Iſrael! Thus the Queen of Sheba, charm'd with the Order 
and Magnificence of So/omon's Court, and with the Wiſdom 
of his Diſcourſes, cries out in an Extaſy of Wonder, Happy 
are thy Men, &c. Lor, O the Happineſs of thy Men ! ] the Hap- 


pineſs of theſe thy Servants ! who ſtand continually before thee 
who hear thy Wiſdom. : 


[ Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who is like to thee !] i. e. Who 
may compare with thee for Happineſs! What Nation can 
boaſt of ſo many Blefſings and Privileges as are enjoy'd by 
thee! The Prophet had juſt before ſaid, There is none like the 
God of Jeſhurun ; and now he declares there is none like the 
People that worſhip'd him. What God fo great as Jehovah ! 
What People ſo happy as I/rae// He challenges the whole 
World to produce the like Inftance of a happy Nation: O- 
Iſrael, who is like to thee ! Juſt as he before appeals to the Judg- 
ment of their Enemies, whether their Idol Deities were to be 
compar'd to the God of Iſrael! : For their Rock (ſays he) ix not 
as our Rock, even our Enemies themſelves being Judges. 

The happy Condition of the Iraelites above all other People, 
and the Greatneſs of their God above other Gods, is obſerv'd 
by the Prophet David, when he commemorates their wonderful 
Redemption from Egypt by the Hand of the Great GO D, who 
had alſo made known to em the true Religion, and enter'd 
into a ſolemn Covenant with 'em: Wherefore thou art Great 
(ſays he) O Lord God ! for there is none like thee, neither is there 
any God beſides thee— And what one Nation in the Earth is like thy 
People, even like Iſrael, whom God went to redeem for 4 People to 
himſelf, and to make him a Name, and to do for you great Things 
and terrible, for thy Land before thy People which thou didſt redeem 
to thee from Egypt from the Nations and their Gods? For thou 
haſt confirw'd to thy ſelf thy People Iſrael, to be a People to thee 
for ever; and thou, Lord, art become their God. 

Their Privilege in being entruſted with the Word of God, 
by which their Duty in all the parts of it was made known to 
'em, is al fo celebrated by the Pſalmiſt as a very great and pecu- 
liar Bleſſing : He ſhews his Word to Jacob, his Statutes and Judg. 
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ments to Iſrael : He hath not dealt ſo with any Nation, and as for 
his Judgments they have not known them. Praiſe ye the Lord. 

And Moſes excites em to a ſtrict Obſervance of the Laws of 
God, by repreſenting to em how much this would raiſe their 
Reputation among the Heathen, who ſhould be forc'd to con- 
feſs that no Nation under Heaven was fo great, and wiſe, and 
happy as they, for the Excellency of their Laws and Conſti- 
tutions, and' the Greatneſs of their Privileges, eſpecially that 
of offering their Prayers to the True G OD, and receiving fa- 


vourable Anſwers from him: Keep therefore, and do them (ſays * 4˙6. 


he, ſpeaking of the Divine Commands) for this is your Viſdom 
and your Underſtanding in the ſight of the Nations which ſhall 
hear all theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this great Nation is a wiſe 
and underſtanding People; for what Nation is there ſo great, who 
hath God ſo nigh anto them as the Lard our God is in all things 
that we call upon him for? And what Nation is there ſo great, 
that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as all this Law 
which ] ſet before you this day? . 

So that if we refer both to what Moſes had obſerv'd to em 
before, and to what he inſiſts on in our Text, it muſt be con- 
feſs'd no People might compare with I/rae! for Happineſs, ſee- 
ing they ſurpaſsd all other Nations for the Equity and Perfec- 
tion of their Laws,. and the Purity of their Worſhip, as well 
as for their miraculous Deliverances and ſurprizing Vittories, 
For having ſaid, Happy art thou, O Iſrael? who is like unto thee ? 
he explains himſelf in the following Words, O People ſav'd by 
the Lord, who is the Shield of thy Help and the Sword of thy Excellen- 
cy; and thy Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and thou (balt 
tread upon their High ' Places. And indeed the Bleſſings here 
mention'd ' fuppoſe thoſe recited before; for God exerted his 
Power in their tavos for the honor of his Name, and of the- 
Religion they profeſs'd ; and the Victories they obtain'd were 
the Reward of their Piety and Holineſs, - or at leaſt the Encou-. 
ragement of their Repentance. 

This leads us therefore to conſider, 


2. The Account. given us wherein their Happineſs confiſt- 
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ed, namely in the Favor of God, who ſecur'd 'em from 
the Power of their Enemies, and made 'em triumph over 'em. 
For this happy State is, | 

Firſt declar'd in general, and then more particularly deſcrib'd. 
(I.) Firſt their Happineſs is expreſsd in general, in that 
they were a People ſav'd by the Lord; that is, deliver'd after 
an extraordinary manner, fo as to diſtinguiſh em from all other 
Nations, who only enjoy'd the common Benefits of the Divine 
Providence, but were not the Objects of God's peculiar Favor. 
And to be ſav'd by the Lord not only ſignifies to be protected 
by him, but to be render*d proſperous and victorious by his 
Power. The Chaldee Paraphraſe renders the words, O People, 
whoſe Salvation is from the Face 75 the Lord, that is, by his ſpe- 
cial Favour: And the word Salvation is of ſo great extent in 
the Hebrem Tongue, that it ſeems ſometimes to comprize in it 
Exod.1s.2 all ſorts of Bleſſings ; therefore God himſelf is call'd our Sal. 
bt. g. vation, and the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament deſcribe our 
Luk. 2. 30. Bleſſed Savior by the ſame Title, which is alſo given him in 
2 Sam, 23. the New. And this Term is frequently us'd to ſignify Victo- 
1% 2.1, Vas well as Defence, and is ſometimes ſo render'd in our Exg- 
i Tranſlation. But, BH 
(2.) There is a more particular account given us of the 
great Happineſs of 1/7ael in the Terms that follow, which plain- 
Iy denote both their Deliverances and Victories, ſeeing God 
is ſaid to be both the Shield of their Help, and the Sword of their 
Excellency : For a Shield is an Inſtrument us'd for Defence, as a 

Sword is for Execution and Slaughter, 792 
vf. 84.11 As God is the Protector of his People, he is often call'd their 
Jen. 18.1. Shield. I am thy Shield, ſays God himſelf to Abraham; and ſays 
Pſ. 33. 20, the Pſalmiſt, Our Soul waiteth for the Lord, he is our HELP and 
our SHIELD ; which is the ſame thing with the Shield of their 
| Help in our Text. And ' tis to the ſame purpoſe that he is call'd a 
pl. 18. 1. Rock, a Fortreſs, and High Tower ; for theſe Terms which proper- 
ly ſignify Places fortify'd either by Nature or Art, elegantly re- 
preſent the Safety of thoſe who are under the Divine Protection. 


. The Sword of thy Excellency is render'd by ſome, the Sword 
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of thy lifting up, and thought to expreſs the Action of a War- 
rior, who raiſes his Weapon high when he deſigns to exert his 
utmoſt Strength in a full Blow on the Head of his Enemy ; and 
ſo may denote a compleat Conqueſt : which ſeems to be the 
Senſe of the Chaldee Interpreter, who renders this Phraſe the 
Victories of thy Strength. Others tranſlate it, The Sword of thy 
Glory, by which may be ſignify'd the honor God did em in 
bleſſing their Arms with ſo many glorious Victories. But the 
Septuagint turns it, The Sword of thy Glorying or Boaſting, which 
may reſpect the pious Acknowledgment they ought to make to 
God as the Author of all their Victories, and their entire Confi- 
dence in his Aſſiſtance : and this laſt Senſe is expreſs'd by the 
Syriac Verſion ; Thy Help is in the Lord, and thy Glory not in 
the Sword, i. e. not in thy own Sword. To the ſame effect 
ſpeaks the Pſalmiſt ; Thow art my Ring, O God, command De- Pſal. 44- 
liverances for Jacob. Thro thee will we puſh down our Enemies 
thro thy Name will we tread them under that riſe up againſt us, 
For I will not truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me. 
But thou haſt ſaw'd us from our Enemies, and haſt put them to 
ſhame that hated us. In God we boaſt all the day long ; and praiſe 
thy Name for ever, I 

When Moſes declares that their Enemies ſhould be found Liars 
unto them, or ſbould lie to em; it may either ſignify the Fraud 
and Perfidiouſneſs of their Enemies, which yet ſhould not ſe- 
cure *em from the Forces of the conquering Tribes, who ſhould 
execute juſt Vengeance upon 'em tor their Treachery by tread- 
ing on their High Places : or that their Enemies would make 
uſe of lying Artifices and Pretences of Friendſhip to engage 
em to accept Terms of Peace, as the Gibeonites alterwards did Joſh. 9. 
in the time of Joſhua at the approach of the 1/7 aelites : or that 
they ſhould ſubmit themſelves to //rael, for ſo the ſame word 
is elſewhere render'd—T he Strangers ſhall ſubmit themſelves to 
me (ſays the Pſalmiſt) or ſhall lie unto me; that is, ſhall feign PL. 18. 44. 
themſelves pleas'd with my Government, when their Fear 
{hall oblige 'em to ſubmit. Or laſtly it may be tranſlated, 
They ſhall fail or be fruſtrated; to which purpoſe this Word 

| 8 is 
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Hoſ. 9. 2. is us*d by the Prophet Hoſes, when he ſays, the Wine ſhall fail, 
Hab. 3-17-and by Habakkuk, when he ſays, The Labor of the Olive ſhall 

fail. And a like Phraſe is us'd in the Latin Tongue, Spem 
mentita Seges, to ſignify a Crop failing men's Expectation. Se 
that the Senſe may be, Thy Enemies (ball be utterly diſ- 
« appointed, their big Hopes ſhall become abortive, and their 

* yain Boaſts ſhal} prove but idle Dreams and Fictions. 

* As for the Phraſe of treading upon their High Places, it 
* "5 ſeems deſcriptive of the mountainous Country that Iſrael was 
to conquer, ſome of which Mountains were poſſeſs'd by the 

Joſh.11.21 Anakim, who were Men of a gigantick Stature, and had 

Cities well fortify*d therein ; which agrees with what Moſes 
ſays to the Tribes in the foregoing Chapter, when he ſpeaks of 

Deut. 32. God's ſpecial Favor to them: He made him ride on the High 

12 4, Places of the Earth, that he might eat the Increaſe of the Fields; 
1.6814: and he made him ſuck Honey out of the Rock, and Oil oat of the 

Deur, 12. flinty Rock. Or to tread on High Places may ſignify the Indig- 

2,3- nation God commanded this People to expreſs againſt Idolatry, 

in breaking down and trampling upon the Images of the 
Canaanites, which were ordinarily ſet up on the Tops of Hills; 
and therefore the Places of Idolatrous Worſhip are ſo often 
term'd High Places in the Holy Scripture. Tho ſome are of 
opinion, that this Sentence ſhould be tranſlated, Tho ſhalt 
tread upon their Necks, or according to the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
on the Necks of Rings; that is, Thou ſhalt triumph over 'em. 
This was literally fulfil'd on ſome of the Kings of Canaan, 
who were ſubdu'd by Joſhua, and thus treated by his Order, 
Joſh. 10. who when he had made 'em Priſoners, call d for all the Men 
24. of Iſrael, and ſaid to the Captains of the Men of War, who went 
with him, Come near, put your feet upon the Necks of theſe 
Kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the Necks 

Ver. 26. of them. Aſter which they were put to death. And 'tis not 

unlikely that the Royal Pſalmiſt alludes to this, when he ac. 

PF. 13.40. knowledges the Honor God had done him, in giving him the 

Necks of his Enemies; and in his Prophecy of the glorious 

Pl. 110.1. Kingdom of the Meſſiah, The LORD ſaid 10 my Lord, Sit tho 
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whoſe Country they were juſt Going to invade: But are alſo 
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at my right Hand till I make thy Enemies thy Foot/tool, However 
tis certain the Holy Scripture often ſpeaks of treading upon 
Enemies, to ſignify their intire Overthrow, and the contemp- 
tible Condition to which they are reduc'd, s well as to ex- 


preſs the Triumph of the Conquerors: Tyre God we ſhall do vs. 198. 


waliantly (ſays K. David) for he it is that ſhall tread down our "3: 
Enemies. And the Pſalmiſt ſeems to propheſy the Triumph of 


Jeſus Chriſt over his Enemies, when he ſays, Thou ſhalt tread vr. 51. 13. 


upon the Lion and Adder, the young Lion and the Dragon ſhalt 


thou trample under feet. 
Upon the whole it appears, that as our Text contains the 


laſt Words of Moſes, the expiring Prophet in an Extaſy of 


Joy and Wonder therein repreſents the great and peculiar Hap- 
pineſs of the J/rae/itiſþ Nation, in that they were under the 
ſpecial Care and Protection of the true God, who made 'em 
ſucceſsful and victorious, while he fruſtrated the Deſigns and 
diſappointed the Attempts of their Enemies, and made %m 
ſubmit to their Power, and furniſh Matter for their Triumphs. 

The Words thus explain'd, give me a fair Occaſion more par- 
ticularly to obſerve to you, 


I. How well the Terms of our Text agree with the Hiſtory 

of Iſrael. i lied gd 3 

II. How very happy that People was in being ſo peculiarly 

favor'd by God. 2 

III. I ſhall apply theſe things to our preſent Circumſtances, 
and the Occaſion of the ſolemn Joy of this Day. 


But I ſhall firſt premiſe a few things to obviate the Difficul 
ties, and prevent the Objections that might otherwiſe occur iq, 
my way. 

9 . well be ſuppos'd that theſe Words of Moſes not 
only refer to the eminent Deliverance of the 1/raelztes from the 
Egyptian Army, their Preſervation and Succeſſes in the Deſert, 
and the new Victories they were to expect over the Canaanites, 
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a Prophecy of all the remarkable Deliverances and Conqueſts 
with which it pleas'd God to bleſs that Nation thro all ſucceed- 
ing Apes, till by their Contempt of the true Meſſiah, and their 
obſtinate Rejection of his Doctrine, they forfeited the Pro- 
tection of God, and were utterly diſclaim'd and abandon'd 
by him. Therefore, | 

2. Theſe Words are not to be thought abſolutely to predict 
an uninterrupted Series of Succeſſes to this People, after what 
manner ſoever they ſhould behave themſelves ; but with cer- 
tain Limitations and Conditions, which God made in order to 
keep them in a conſtant Subjection to his Laws, and Depen- 
dance on his Providence. 

It was neceſſary that the Cauſe for which they engag'd in 
War ſhould be juſt and approv'd by God, otherwiſe they had 
no reaſon to expect the Interpoſition of his Providence in their 
favor. Therefore King Solomon ſpecifies this Condition, when 


2Chron.s. he prays that this People might be ſucceſsful in War: If thy 


345 35» 


Peeple go out to war * their Enemies by the way that thou 
ſhalt Fry them, and they pray unto thee toward this City which 
thou haſt _ and the Houſe which I have built for thy Name: 
Then hear thou from the Heavens their Prayer, and their Suppli- 
cation, and naaintain their Cauſe, Which Prayer was accepted 
of God, as the following Chapter declares. And on the Occa- 
ſion of a great Victory obtain'd over the Hagarizes by ſome 


iChron.s. of the Tribes of 1/rael, the Sacred Hiſtorian ſays, They were 
20,21, 22+ help d againſt them, and the Hagarites were aeliver'd into their 


hands, and all that were with them; for they cryd to God in the 
Battel, and he was intreated of them, becauſe they put their Truſt 
in Him : And they took away their Catte — and of Men a hun- 
— + any For there fell down many ſlain, for the War was 
od. | 
E The Paſſages juſt now mention'd ſhew, that as the Occaſion 
of their going to War ought to be lawful and juſt, ſo it was 
requiſite to implore the Divine Aſſiſtance, by offering up ſo- 
lemn Prayers for the Succeſs of their Arms; otherwiſe they 


could not reaſonably promiſe themſelves that the —__ 
their 
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their Cauſe would ſecure em, but might juſtly fear a Defeat, 


as the Puniſhment of their Seli-Confidence and Impiety. 


Another Condition to qualify 'em for Victory, was their 
ſtrict Adherence to the True Religion, and their Obſervance of 
the Commands of God, without which they had reaſon to ex- 
pect that all their Prayers would be rejected as mere Formalit 
and Hypocriſy, and themſelves ſeverely chaſtiz d by the hands 
of thoſe Pagan Nations whoſe Idols they adopted, and whoſe 
Manners they imitated. Therefore Moſes often foretels the 
many Calamities that would befal *em whenever they ſhould 
revolt from the true Religion, and particularly in his Song in 
the foregoing Chapter: Bat Jeſhurun vad fat and kick d — Deut. 32. 
He forſook God who made him, and lightly eſteem d the Rock of *5» 16. 
his Salvation, They provok*d him to Teloaſy with ſtrange Gods, 
with Abominations provok*d they him to Anger, &c. And when v. 19, 20 
the LORD ſaw it he abhor'd them, . of the provoking of 
his Sons and of his Daughters; and he ſaid, I will hide my Face 
from them. I will heap Miſchiefs upon them, I will ſpend my v. 24. 
Arrows upon them. Ihe Sword without and Terror within ſhall v. 2. 
deſtroy both the Young Man and the Virgin, the Suckling with the 
Man of grey Hairs. 

"Tis true, their unworthy and ingrateful Carriage towards 
God did not always ſtop the Courſe of their Succeſſes : Some- 
times it pleas'd the Almighty to give em extraordinary Proofs 
of his Compaſſion, as well by his Goodneſs to lead them to 
Repentance, as to ſilence the Blaſphemy, and curb the Inſolence 
of their Enemies ; but they had no Promiſes of Deliverance and 
Victory, except on the condition of a ſerious Repentance and 


a national Reformation, on which terms they might hope for 
the Divine Succour, as appears by Solomon's Prayer: 14 the chrom g. 
ou 


fin againſt Thee (for there is no man who ſus not) and 36— 39. 

angry with them, and deliver them over before their Enemies — 

If they return to Thee with all their Heart and all their Soul — 

Then hear thou from the Heavens, even from thy Dwelling-place, 

their Prayer, and their I, and maintain their 0 auſe, 

and forgive thy People who have ſin'd againſt Thee, 
| C 2 3. We 
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3. We may remark, that this Prophecy of Moſes may be 
reaſonably interpreted to reſpect not only the Church of God 
under the Old Teſtament, but alſo that under, the New. For 
ſeeing the Jewiſh Nation are allow'd to have been a Type of 
the Chriftian Church, the Deliverances and Victories of the 
former may well be accounted ſo many Pledges and Patterns 
of the wonderful Preſervation and Triumphs of the latter, eſ- 
pecially in ſuch Ages of the World wherein the Circumſtances 
of the one ſhould reſemble thoſe of the other. It will be found 
very difficult to explain many of the Prophecies contain'd in the 
Holy Scripture, without ſuch an Accommodation as this. And 
the New Teſtament frequently applies to Chriſtians thoſe Pro- 
miſes which were originally made to the Jews in general, nay 


ſometimes to a particular Member of the antient Church. The 


Deut. 31.6. 
Joſh. 1. 5. 


Heb.13.5, 


Promiſe made to Joſhua, for inſtance, to encourage his Invaſion 
of Canaan, is by the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ap- 
ply*d to all true Chriſtians; I will never leave Thee nor forſake 
Thee; to fortify *em againſt all the Difficulties they might ex- 

& to encounter. For ſince the Wiſdom, Power, and Merc 
of God are ſtill the ſame, what reaſon is there to doubt of his 
Readineſs to diſplay thoſe Perfections for the Support and Wel- 
fare of his People, whenever their preſſing Neceſſities and Dan- 
gers, their hearty Repentance for their paſt Offences againſt 
God, their fervent Supplication to him, and intire Dependance 
on him, render it conſiſtent with his Honor to give em Victory 
over their Enemies ? 

4. The Predictions in our Text, and thoſe of the like kind 
in other parts of the Holy Scripture, are not to be extended to 
the Caſe of every good Man, but to thoſe Civil Communities 
in which the true Worſhip of God is maintain'd, and moral 
Virtues countenanc'd and promoted. Some of the beſt of Men 
have become Victims to the Fury of their Enemies by an unjuſt 
Perſecution ; and this is wiſely permitted by the Providence of 
God, both for their own Improvement in Grace and Holineſs, 
and for the Advancement of Religion in the Minds of others 
by their Example. But when any Nation or large Society 


of 


9. 


of Men are engag'd in a juſt Quarrel, and with true Humilia- 
tion for their Sins and Reformation of their Lives, ſeek the Fa- 
vor of God and depend on his Aſſiſtance, *cis the conſtant 
Courſe of Providence to eſpouſe their Cauſe, and render 'em 
victorious over the Enemies of their Liberty and Religion. Nay 
Heathen Nations have often been remarkably bleſt with 
Proſperity and Succeſs, when according to the meaſure of their 
Knowledg they have apply'd themſelves to the Cultivation of 
Morality and the Practice of Virtue, and have diſcourag'd Vice 
and Profaneneſs. | 
Nor does this any way impeach the Juſtice of God ; for 
ſeeing the ſpecial time of rewarding the Virtues of particular 
Men is after this Life, and this in proportion to their Good 
Works, and Sufferings on the account of Religion, it can be no 
Injuſtice to expoſe em to thoſe Afflictions, which ſhall occaſion 
the Inhancement of their future Happineſs. And ſeeing Civil 
Communities are not to be rewarded as ſuch in the World to 
come, where the Judgment is only of particular Perfons, *tis 
no wonder that God thinks fit to recompenſe 'em here, to en- 
courage the Practice of thoſe Virtues that are neceſſary to the 
Well-being of Society. 
So that any Nation may reaſonably expect the like Happi- 
neſs with that attributed to Iſrael in the Text, on the ſame 


Terms which qualify'd that People for it, namely, a firm Adhe- 


rence to the True Religion, and to the Practice of Morality. 


With theſe PrecautionsI proceed, according to the Method 
before propos'd, 


I. To conſider how well the Terms in our Text ſute the 
antient State of the 1/raelztes. 

But here it can't be expected that I ſhould give any other 
than a general account of this matter; the Holy Scripture is 
full of Inſtances which verify theſe Words of Moſes. As this 


People were eminently ſav'd by the LORD, he is calPd their 


Saviour and the Rock of their Salvation. How often did He 
appear to be the Shield of their Help ! They were wonderfully 
preſerv'd 
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-preſerv?d from the cruel Deſigns of the King of Egypt, not- 
withſtanding the ſtrict Orders he had given for the Maſſacre of 
all their Male Infants, that ſo the whole Race of em might be 
. extirpated ; and from the Fury of the Egyptian Army, which 
hotly purſu'd em when they left that Country at the Com- 
mand of God, where they had been in a ſtate of tedious Ser- 
vitude. How well were they guarded by the Providence of 
God during their Pilgrimage in the Deſert, and when they 
took poſſeſſion of the Promis'd Land! How well defended 
from the Inſults of their neighbouring Enemies, who envy'd 
their Settlement in Canaan! When all the Men of Iſrael re- 
pair'd to Jeraſalem at the three annual Feaſts, their Frontiers 
were miraculouſly protected, and thoſe Enemies who at other 
times attempted to diſpoſſeſs em, were ſo reſtrain'd by a ſecret 


Exod. 34. Influence of God's Power on their Minds, that they did not 


_ ſo much as defire their Land, while they were engag'd in the 
Service of God on thoſe Feſtivals, How wondertully was the 
Plot of Hamarn fruſtrated, when he had form'd a Deſign to ex- 
tirpate the whole Jewiſh Nation! And how remarkably was 
his Malice return'd with Vengeance on his own Head, while 


Eſth.9.22, the Jews had {their Sorrow turn'd into Joy, and their Mourning 


into a Good Day! And how eminently were they defended 
both from the Calumnies and Forces of their Enemies, when 

Nch. 44 they rebuilt Jeraſalem in the time of Nehemiah ! 
As God was the Shield of their Help, ſo he was the Sword 
of their Excellency, in bleſſing their Arms with frequent and 
urprizing Victories. While Moſes was lifting up his hands in 
ſolemn Prayer for *em, they defeated the Amalekites, who fel! 


Exod. 17, Upon their Rear in the Wilderneſs ; and the Ammonites, who 


oppos'd their Paſſage thro their Country in their March to Ca- 
naan, and whoſe Inhoſpitality was puniſh'd with a total Over- 
Numb. a i. throw, both Sihon their King and Og the King of Baſban with 
their Armies being put to the Sword. The Midianites were 
as entirely conquer'd by a ſmall Detachment of the 1/7 ae/zres, 
Numb. 31. under he Command of Phineas, before they enter'd Ca- 
Baan. 


And 
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And when Joſbaa took poſſeſſion of the Promi“d Land, à Joſh. chap. 
great number of Kings and their Armies fell by his Sword, tho 5 10, 11. 
their Cities were fortify*d, their numerous Troops ſtrengthen'd 
by Confederacy, and ſome of them Men of a prodigious Sta- 
ture. The Time of the Judges in like manner furniſhes us with 
the many ſtrange Exploits and memorable Victories of thoſe 
Great Men whom God rais'd up to aſſert the Liberty of 1/7 ael, 
and avenge em of their malicious Enemies. It would a Judges ch, 
work of Time to give a juſt account of the many Trophies the # 5 7: 
Countries of Moab and Ammon, Philiſtia and other parts of 
Canaan afforded to Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah and Barak, cb. 14, 13, 
Gideon, Jeptha, Samſon and Samuel; of the mighty Victories ob Jm. , 
tain'd, during the Regal Government, over the Troops of Aus. ch. 11, 1, 
mon, Amalek, and the Philiſtines, by Saul and Jonathan; of the 14, 13. 
wonderful Progreſs of the Arms of David againſt the Jeba- 1 Sam. 27. 
ſites, Philiſtines, Amalekites, Edomites, Moabites and Syrians, * _ 1 
which gave ſo great an Enlargement to his Dominions, and C5. * 
was the Occaſion of ſo many triumphant Pſalms. The utter 
Defeat of the Ethiopian Army, conſiſting of a Million of Men, 2 Chron, 
by King A/; the Overthrow of the Armies of Edom, Moab, 


and Ammon, which help to make the Reign of Jehoſbaphat ſo cb. ao. 


bright a part of the Jewiſb Hiſtory ; Amaziah's Victory over Ch. 25. 
the Edomites, that of Jotham over the Ammonitiſh Army; and ch. 27. 
the miraculous Slaughter of the Aſſrians, with their diſgraceful 2 Kings19- 
Retreat from the Walls of Jeruſalem, when that City ſeem'd 
altogether uncapable of Defence, are inconteſtable Proofs how 
conſtantly God fought the Battels of 1/7ae/, while they were 
ſubject to his Laws, and depended on the Conduct of his 
Providence. To all which may be added the wonderful At- 
chievements of this People recorded in the two Books of the 
Maccabees, and by Joſe us. 

The aſtoniſhing, and ſometimes miraculous manner in which 
the //raelites were often-preſerv'd, and their Enemies deſtroy'd, 
could not but convince the World that the Great GO D was on 


their fide. Sometimes an unaccountable Fear and Conſterna- 


tion ſeiz d the Hearts of their Enemies, as Moſes foretold 2 
8 * 
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Lev. 26. 
7, 8. 


2 Chron, 
20. 17. 


2 Kings 3. 
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Exod. 15. his Triumphant Song : The People ſhall hear and be afraid ; Sor- 
14 15,16. ow ſhall take hold of the Inhabitants of Paleſtina. Then the 
D-kes of Edom ſhall be amaz'd, the mighty Men of Moab, trem- 
bling ſhall take hold upon them, all the Inhavitants of Canaan ſhaft 
molt away: Fear a Dread ſhall fall upon em, by the Greatneſs of 
thy Arm they ſhall -* as ſtill as a Stone, &c. And in another 


place Te ſhall e your Enemies, and they ſhall fall before 
jou by the Sword ; and five of you ſhall chaſe a hundred, and a hun- 
dared of you ſhall put ten thouſtnd to flight, Thus the prodi- 
gious Army of the Midianites fied before Gideon's three hundred 
Men, and in their Conſternation madly turn'd every Man his 
Sword againſt his Fellow ; ſometimes the fierceſt Attacks made 
by the beſt diſciplinꝰd Troops of the Enemies of 1/-ae/ prov'd un- 
ſucceſsful, nor could their great numbers of Horſes and of Iron 
Chariots preſerve em from falling a Prey to the proſperous 
Arms of God's peculiar People. "Theſe ſometimes were com- 
manded to ſtand (till to ſee the Salvation of God, while he de- 
liver'd *em by his own Arm alone, as when he parted the Red 
Sea to open a Road for their Eſcape, and to prepare a Grave 
for their Enemies, who were ſoon overwhelm'd by the return- 
ing Waters; and in the time of Jehoſhaphat, when the Confe- 
derate Forces which came to attack that Prince quarrePd among 
themſelves, and ſheath*d their Swords in each other's Bowels, 
ſo that his Troops had nothing to do but to ſing the Praiſes of 
God, and then load themſelves with the Spoil, according to 
the Prediction of Mattaniah : Te ſhall not need, ſays he, to fight 
in this Battel; ſet your ſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the Salvua- 
tion of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jeruſalem : Fear 
not, nor be diſmay d; to morrow go out againſt them, for the 
LORD will be with you. 

The Fall of the Walls of Jericho at the Sound of Rams- 
Horns, the Lamps and Trumpets of Gideon's Handful of Men, 
ſhew thoſe Succeſſes were more owing to the Sword of the 
Lord, than to that of Joſhua or Gideon. The Reflexion of the 
Sun on the Waters, which occaſion'd a Victory to Jehofbaphat 
and the King in Confederacy with him, by drawing their 


Forces 
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Walls of that City. 5 
As theſe Inſtances ſhew what reaſon I ael had to glory in 
the Sword of the LO R D, which was lifted upin their Defence, 
and render'd them Conquerors, ſo they diſcover the Vanity 
of the blaſphemous Boaſts of their Enemies, who were found 
Liars to em, and often ſaw their vain-glorious Threatnings 
come to nothing, Thus Moſes, in his Song at the Red Sea, 
obſerves, The Enemy ſaid, I will parſue, I will overtake, I will Exod. 15, 
divide the Spoil, my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfy'd upon them, I will draw 9: 
my Sword, my Hand ſhall deſtroy them, But what follows — 
| Thou didſt blow with thy Wind, the Sea cover'd them, they ſank as V. 10, 11. 
Lead in the mighty Waters: Who « like unto thee, O LO RD, 
among the Gods! Whois like Thee, glorious in Holineſs, fearful 
in Praiſes, doing Wonders! Aſter the like manner were the 
Hopes of Zeba and Zalmunna, the Princes of Midian, fruſtra— 
ted; who ſaid, Let us take to our ſelves the Houſes of God pf. g; 12 
in poſſeſſion. How inſolent were the Words | of  Rabſhakey to 
the Jews, when he ſaid, Let not Hezekiah deceive: you, for be Ila. 35.14 
ſhall not be able to deliver you, Neither let Hezekiah wake t 
truſt in the LORD, ſaying, the LORD will ſarely deliver 1 — 
Beware leſt Hezekiah perſuade you, ſaying, the LO R D will de- V. 18, 1. 
liver us, Have any of the Gods of the Nations deliver'd is Land © 
| | ous 
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; out of the hand of the Ring of Aſſyria? Where are the Gods of 
Hamath and Arphad ? Where are the Gods of Sepharvaim ? 
And have they deliver'd Samaria out of my hand? Who are they 
among t all the Gods of theſe Lands, that have deliver'd their 
Land out of my hand? that the LOR D ſhoald deliver Jeruſa- 
lem out of my hand? And the Inſtructions given by that Ge- 

114.37. 10. Deral to his Meſſengers are no leſs blaſphemous ; Thus ſhall ye 
ſpeak to Hezekiah Ring of Judah, ſaying, Let not thy God in 
whom thou truſteſt deceive thee, ſaying, feruſalem ſhall not be 
given into the hand of the Ning of Aſſyria, &c, But theſe vain 
Boaſts were ſoon puniſh'd by the hand of an Angel, and all 
theſe Menaces had no other effect, than to ſhew the Vanity 
and Impiety of him that utter'd *em. 

By what has been ſaid, *tis evident that the Great G OD 

who march'd before Iſrael when they came out of Egypt, in a 
Pillar of Cloud by day and a Pillar of Fire by night, as the 
Symbol of his Preſence z and the Captain of whole Hoſt ap- 
pear'd to Joſhas with a drawn Sword in his Hand to encourage 

Joſh. 5. that General to invade Canaan, made the Iſraelites often tread 

13-1415: upon the High Places of their Enemies, gave 'em Succeſs in 
War, and frequent Triumphs, while they reſign'd themſelves 
to his Conduct, and obey*d his righteous Laws. 


II. Iam now to ſhew how great was the Happineſs of this 
People, in being under the ſpecial Care and ProteCtion of God, 
and bleſt with frequent Victories. 

And at the very firſt view that Nation muft needs appear 
to have been very happy, who were deliver*d from a moſt abje& 
State of Slavery, and whoſe Liberty was aſſerted from Heaven 
by a long Train of Miracles: who as they were eminent] 
preſery*d by God from the Inſults of their Enemies in their 
March to a Lend flowing with Milk and Honey, ſo were brought 
into the poſſeſſion of that fertile Country by the moſt — 4 
niſhing Victories; and there made ſecurely to enjoy the happy 
Conſequences of their military Succeſſes and Triumphs, and 
in caſe of any freſh Attacks of their Enemies, to go out ta 

| Battel 
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Battel with the aſſurance of returning Conquerors, and of 
ſinging new Triumphal Hymns to the Praiſe of the LORD 


of Hoſts, whoſe Right Hand and Holy Arm obtain'd theſe Vitto- Pl. 91. 1. 


ries, and made em tread on the necks of their Enemies. 

Can any one doubt of the happy State of that Nation, 
who reap'd the Fruits of their Victories in the Jow Submiſſion 
of their Enemies, in the awful Reſpect of their Neighbours, in 
the Security of their Lives, and in the quiet Enjoyment of 
their Eſtates in one of the happieſt Climates in the World, 
where they might have the true Reliſh of Liberty, while the 
fat every Man under his Vine and Fig-tree, none being able to make 
'em afraid? Nor did they only taſte the Sweets of all tem- 
poral Bleſſings under an excellent Civil Conſtitution, and a 
Body of Laws compos'd by God himſelf, who was their Go- 
vernor as well as their Savior ; but enjoy'd thoſe nobler Plea- 
ſures that reſult from the Knowledg and PraQtice of a Religion, 
the Truth and Excellency of which was demonſtrated to 'em 
by the fulleſt Evidence. 

Their Preſervation from the Attempts of their Enemies, and 
their Victories over em, inelude not only the immediate Joy and 
Glory'of their Triumphs, and the Extent of the Fame and Ter- 
.ror of their Arms in other Countries ; but alfo the conſequent 
Safety of their Perſons, the undiſturb'd Converſation of their Re- 
lations and Friends, the Proſperity of their Families, the Advance- 
ment of their Trade and Commerce, and the Incouragement of 
their Induſtry in the Increaſe of their Wealth, and in the Im- 
provement of Arts and Learning among 'em; and which is 
more than all the reſt, the flouriſhing State of Religion, the 
Liberty of worſhipping the True God without the fear of 
Men, and the opportunity of encouraging Holineſs and Virtue 
at home, as wel] as that of ſpreading the Knowledg of the True 
Religion in other Nations. 

So that whatever can be ſuppos'd dear and valuable to Men 
in this World, and whatever tends to make em happy for ever 
in the World to come, is comprehended in the Deſcription of 
the State of Tſrae/ in our Text. Ny 
D 2 TOR 4-99, 23 Rs 
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Thus we ſee how much reaſon Moſes had to ſay, Happy art 


thou, O Iſrael l who is like anto thee, O People [awd by the lord! 


Deut.7-14 Cc. as he elſewhere tells *em, they ſhould be b/eſſea above all 


Deut. 28. 


People, and ſometimes particularly recounts the various Bleſſings 
that ſhould attend 'em, which are the ſame with thoſe we 
have been obſerving. All theſe Bleſſings ſhall come on thee and 
overtake thee, if thou ſhalt hearken to the Voice of the LORD 
thy God. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City, and bleſſed ſhalt thou 
be in the Field : Bleſſed ſhall be the Fruit of thy Body, and the 
Fruit of thy Ground, and the Fruit of thy Cattel, the Increaſe of 
thy Kine, and the Flocks of thy Sheep: Bleſſed ſhall be thy Basket 
and thy Store : Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in, and 
Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. The LORD ſhall 
cauſe thy Enemies that riſe up againſt thee to be ſmitten before 
thy face : They ſhall come out againſt thee one way, and flee be- 


People to himſelf, and all the People of the Earth ſhall ſee that 
thou art calPd by the name of the LORD, and they ſhall be 
afraid of Thee——The LOR D ſhall open unto thee his good 
Treaſure, the Heaven to give the Rain to thy Land in its ſeaſon, 
and to bleſs all the Work of thy Hand, and thou ſhalt lend to ma- 
ny Nations, and thou ſhalt not borrow. And the LORD ſhall 
make thee the Head only, and not the Tail, and thou ſhalt be above 
only, and thou ſhalt not be beneath ; if thou hearken to the Com- 
mandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this 
day to obſerve and do. ins 

The View of the Order of the Camp of I/-ael in the Wil— 
dernefs, as well as the Fame of what God had done for 'em, 
in delivering em from the Bondage of Egypt, and in making 


*em triumph over the Amalekites and Amorites, together with 


the Prophetick Diſcovery Balaam had of their future Proſperit 
and Glory, extorted Bleſſings from the Lips of that Soothſayer, 
when he was tempted to curfe'em by the Offer of a very great 


dunn 33.8 Reward from the King of Moab, How ſhall I curſe, fays he, 


7 


whom God hath not curs d? or how ſhall I defy whom the LOR D 
hath not defy'd ? Behold I have receiv'd a Command to bleſs, and 
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he hath bleſſed, and I cannot reverſe it. He hath not beheld Ini- 
quity in Jacob, neither hath he ſeen Perverſeneſs in Iſrael. The 
LORD his God is with him, and the Shout of a King is among 
them. Surely there is no Enchantment againſt Jacob, neither i v. 23. 
there any Divination againſt Iſrael : according to this time it ſhall 

be ſaid of Jacob and of . Iſrael, What hath God wrought ? 
How. goodly are thy Tents, O Jacob, and thy Tabernacles, O Iſrael ! ch. 24. 5. 
— God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were V. 8, 9. 
the Strength of an Unicorn. He ſhall eat up the Nations his Ene- 

mies, and ſhall break their Bones, and pierce them thro with his 

Arrows —Bleſſed is he that bleſſeth thee, and curſed is he that car- 


ſeth thee. I ſhall conclude this Head with the Words of the 


Pſalmiſt: Hp is that People that is in a ſuch caſe ! Tea, happy is pf. 14413. 
that People whoſe God is JEHOVAH. 


III. Tam now to apply the things on which I have inſiſted + 
to our own Circumſtances, and eſpecially to the happy Occa- 
ſion that has brought us togerher to celebrate the Praiſes of 
God on this Joytul Day. 3 

The preſent Condition of England does in ſo many Inſtances 
reſemble the antient State of Irael, that while I have been 
diſcourſing of the Privileges of the one, I am ſure you could 
not forget the Happinefs of the other. The Temperature of 
our Climate, and the Fruitfulnefs of our Soil ; our commodious 
Situation for Trade, the wiſe Conſtitution of our Government, 
the good Provifion made by our Laws for the Preſervation of 
our Liberty and Property, and the Truth and Excellency of our 
Religion, render the Compariſon too obvious not to have beer 
made in your own Minds. 

The Indulgence of Heaven towards us, in defeating the 
ſecret Plots and open Attempts of our Enemies, in protecting 


our Country from deſign'd Invaſions, and the beft of our 


Kings from the Sword abroad, as well as from the Aſlaſſina- 
ting Dagger at home, all ſhew how much we have been the 
Objects of God's peculiar Favor. 3 
Without mentioning the many Deliverances and VifQtories. 
wherewith 
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wherewith God has honor'd this Nation ſince Reformed 
from the Romiſh Religion, our own Memory can furniſh us 
with an Account of the Revolution, under the Condut of 
the late K. William, whoſe Name will always appear bright 
in our Engliſh Hiſtory, as long as the Love of LIBERTY 
and RELIGION ſhall obtain among us; that Liberty which 
he ſo gloriouſly reſtor'd, and that Religion which he ſo happi- 
ly ſecur'd by the favourable Providence of God, and which the 
ſame Divine Hand has preſerv'd to us by many remarkable 
Succeſſes, and frequent Returns of Triumph both by Sea and 
Land; eſpecially in the Reign of her preſent Majeſty, who 
has receiv*d a ſingular Honor from Heaven on this account. 

The never-to-be-forgotten Victory of Hochſtet will ſhine 
among the other great Actions that adorn her Reign with a 
peculiar Glory, not only in our own Annals, but in the Hiſtories 
of other Nations: A Victory ſo great in it ſelf and in its Con- 
ſequences, that we could ſcarce hope this Age would ever ſee 
any thing like it, till the Battel of Ramellies and the fol- 
lowing Succeſſes convinc'd us that nothing is too great to be 
expected by us, while God is the Shield of our Help, and the 
Sword of our Excellency, 

As this wonderful Progreſs of our Arms and thoſe of our 
Allies in Flanders, together with the eminent Succeſs attending 
the Confederate Troops in Spain, is the Occaſion of our preſent 
Joy and Thankſgiving ; I think it proper to excite you to the 
Duty of praiſing that God to whom Victory belongs, by giv- 
ing you a brief Repreſentation of theſe Great Actions and 
their Conſequences, which now employ the Thoughts and en- 
gage the Admiration of all Europe. 

You cannot be ignorant, how 72 and early Preparations 
were made this year by the French King to puſh the Allies on 
all ſides with the utmoſt Vigor, in hope to retrieve his declining 
Glory, and (as much as poſſible) to wipe off the Diſgrace of 
the Battel of Hochſtet. One Army lays ſiege to Barcelona, ano- 
ther prepares to inveſt Turin. To favor the firſt Deſign the 
French Fleet is ſent with a vaſt Quantity of warlike Proviſions; 


and 


1 
* 
* 
PF 
ST» 
Te 
i* 4 
+ <4 
4 
% - 

* 

_ 
©: 

2 

2 
E. 

9 

＋ 
"oF 

- == 
3 * 
1 

7 
1 
k 
% — 5 
Li 
"7 
» 

2 
4 
"ve 
Z 
= . 
& 

* 
* 
} 


Preach'd June 27. 1706. 


and if they had carry'd this Place, it would, in all appearance, 
have much facilitated their Attempt on the other: and I need 
not tell you of how fatal Conſequence their Succeſs againſt 
thoſe Cities was likely to have been to the Confederates in 
Spain and Savoy, and indeed in all Tah, where they had ob- 
tain'd ſome Advantage againſt the German Troops. The early 
Advances of the Enemy on the Rhine, where they had a nu- 
merous Army, and the Diligence they us'd to aſſemble a vaſt 
Body of their beſt Troops in Flanders, to fall on the Duke of 
Marlborough before all his Forces had join'd him, gave no ver 
favorable A ſpect to our Affairs, and made our Enemies promiſe 
themſelves certain Victory; and what would have been the 
tragical Effects of their Triumph, if it had happen'd accor- 
ding to their Expectation, is too obvious to need a particular 
Account. | 

The French Meaſures appear'd to be well concerted, but 
they have been intirely broken by the Arm of the Almighty. 
Barcelona has been very opportunely reliev'd; the Enemy have 
quitted their Camp with Shame and Loſs. The Confederate 
Army in Flanders fall on their Enemies, inſtead of expecting 
their Attack, and have gain'd a Compleat Victory, by which 
the Face of Affairs throughout Europe is extremely alter'd. 

How remarkably did the Providence of that God, whom 
Winds and Waves obey, interpoſe by a Storm to retard the 
French Fleet for many days, which prevented *em from bring- 
ing the neceſſary Proviſions for their Army before Barcelona; 
without which delay, in all human probability that Place had 


been taken before the Engliſb Fleet could have arriv'd to relieve 


it! How ſeaſonably this quccour came, when the Siege was 
conſiderably advanc'd, and large Breaches made..in the Walls, 
and the ſmall number of Regular Troops within not likely to 
defend it long againſt ſo conſiderable an Army as that which 
inveſted it! What a remarkable Courage and Activity ap- 
pear'd in the Young King who defended it, whom no Per- 
ſuaſions could oblige to retire from the Town, which if he 
had done, tis not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that City would 


have 


23 
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have been ſurrendred before the Arrival of our Navy! 

How much the expeditious March of the Earl of Peterbo- 
rough, and his Application to relieve the Town, by throwing 
in what Succours he was able, contributed to the ſaving of 
that City, *riseaſy to conjecture ; and ſeem no leſs honorable 
to that General, than the Valor and good Conduct he before 
ſhew?d in the Siege of it, by which he ſoon oblig'd that im- 
portant Place to ſurrender. | 

The precipitant Motion of the French in the night from their 
Camp, after a Siege of 35 days, in which they are ſaid to have 
waſted about a fourth part of their Army, and the prodigious 
Quantity of warlike Stores they left behind 'em, all ſerve to 
inform us, that they were ſtruck with the greateſt Conſter- 
nation, and under the terrible Apprehenſion of a difficult Re- 
treat, as indeed it happen'd to their conſiderable Damage. 

All the World ſees the Importance of the timely raiſing of 
this Siege, the happy Conſequences of which daily appear in 
Spain, and give a fair proſpect of reſtoring that People to their 
former Liberty : Beſides the mighty Influence it muſt be ſup- 
pos'd to have on the Affairs of Piemont and Italy, in favor of 


the Confederacy. 


While we were in pain for a Place of fo great conſequence, 
the Divine Providence that had in the critical JunCture ſecur?d 
it from the Force of our Enemies, before we could hear of its 
Safety, happily ſurpriz'd us with the News of the Glorious 
Victory at Ramilly : where, tho the French Army was much 
ſuperior in number to that of the Allies, and a great part of it 
conſiſted of the beſt Regiments of France, among whom. were 
the Troops of the King's Houſhold, tho they had the advan- 
tage of chuſing their Ground, and knew we were not on equal 
terms with em, the Confederate Troops not being all join'd; 
yet they receiv'd a mortal Blow, the Memory of which will 
deſcend ta all ſucceeding Ages. 

The Diſorder and Confuſion into which they were put by 
the Courage and Vigor of our Troops and the Condutt of their 


Generals, the prodigious Slaughter that was made among 'em, 


as 
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as well as the great number of Priſoners that were taken, a- 
mong whom were many Officers of Note, and the large Spoil 
left in the Field, render the Victory very great and ſurprizing. 

But the ſtrange Terror that ſeiz d the Enemy in their flight 
and made em abandon ſo many ſtrong Places, and the ſudden 
Submiſſion of ſo many populeus and wealthy Cities and 
Towns, make it much more conſiderable. A large and fer- 
tile Country finds it ſelf in an inſtant deliver'd from the Ty- 
rannick Yoke of France, notwithſtanding the great number of 
French Gariſons that aw'd *em before : and what might have 
been accounted the Work of an Age, is perform'd in the com- 
paſs of a few days. 

The Multitude of Deſerters that have quitted the Service of 
our Enemies, and join'd themſelves to the Confederate Army, 
has not a little weaken'd the former, and added in proportion 
to the Strength of the latter. 

Amidſt theſe aſtoniſhing Succeſſes, we have great reaſon to 
own the Favor of God in the eminent Preſervation of both 
the Engliſb and Dutch Generals. Since the Lives of thoſe 

-eat Men are ſo valuable to the Publick, the Fall of either 
of them in the Field of Battel might have made a very un- 
happy Impreſſion on the Army, and might have diminiſh'd 
(if not fruſtrated) the Succeſs of that Memorable Day. How 
ever it would have drawn a Veil on the Luſtre of this; and 
leſſen'd our Joy on this Occaſion, wherein we adore that 
kind Act of Providence which ſo ſignally preſerv'd 'em Both 
to ſee the Glorious Conſequences of the Victory then ob- 
tain'd, 

As the diſtinguiſh'd Character of the Duke of Marlborough, 
for his Knowledg and Experience 1n the Art of War, and the 
great Credit he has abroad as well as in his own Country, 
make his Preſence neceſſary at the Head of the Contederate 
Troops: ſo This ſhews us how much reaſon we have to bleſs 
God for delivering him twice that day from the utmoſt danger, 
firſt when fallen from his Horſe, and then when he was re- 


mounting. Which a Preſervation. of that Seren 
calls 
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calls to mind the like favorable Interpoſition of the Divine Hand 
ſeveral times, to divert the Stroke of Death from the late 


King William of Glorious Memory, when engag'd in Battel 


for us in the ſame Cauſe of Liberty, which is now again ſo 
vigorouſly aſſerted by the Allies, and ſo happily favor'd by 
the Providence of God. 

If we regard the Conſequences yet reaſonably to be ex- 
pected from this expeditious Progreſs of our Arms, the 
Proſpe& may advance our Hope to a pitch equal to that to 
which our Admiration is rais'd by what is already done. 

Theſe Operations, as great and extenſive as they appear, are 
effected ſo early in the Year ; Victory, and the Encouragements 
that attend it, have inſpir'd the Conquering Troops with ſo 
much Reſolution and Intrepidity ; and the defeated and broken 
Army of France is ſo ſtrangely terrify'd ; that as the latter 
ſeem uncapable of attempting any great matter, till Time has 
worn off the Impreſſion of that Terror which has ſeiz'd 'em, 
and rally'd their diffipated Spirits; ſo it may well be ſuppos'd 
the former will hardly think any Enterprize too great, or any 
Difficulty inſuperable ; while they are entirely ſatisfy'd in the 
Conduct of their Generals, and find the Hand of the Almigh- 
ty engag'd on their ſide. 

And here I can't forbear to obſerve, that on this occaſion, 
as well as formerly, it has pleas'd God principally to honor the 
Proteſtant Troops in the Confederacy : as if the Deſign of 
Providence was hereby to ſoften the Minds of the Romaniſts, 
in favor of thoſe againſt whom they had conceiv'd an invete- 
rate Averſion ; ſince they cant't be inſenſible, that they chiefly 


owe the Preſervation and Reſtitution of their Liberty, and 


whatever elſe is valuable to 'em in the World, to thoſe whom 
they have been taught to call Hereticks, Who knows how 
far the Obligations they find themſelves under to the Proteſtant 
Princes, and their Forces, may abate their Bigotry, and di- 
miniſh their Prejudices, and diſpoſe *em to enquire into the Rea- 


ſon of the Religion of thoſe, who concur ſo well with them in 
the Cauſe of Civil Liberty. | 


Nor 
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Nor may I omit to remark that the pious Method her Ma- 
jeſty has taken to open each Campaign with publick Prayers, has 
receiv'd a ſignal Approbation from Heaven by the many won- 
derful Succeſſes, that have given us ſuch joyful Opportunities as 
this to celebrate the Divine Praiſes. And the Appointment of a 
National Thankſgiving for ſuch eminent Bleſſings, is no leſs an 
Argument of the Queen's Piety, and has met with an uncom- 
mon Reward, as an Encouragement both to her Majeſty and 
her People, conſtantly to recommend the juſt Cauſe wherein 
they are engag'd to the Conduct of that Righteous and Mer- 
ciful God to whom Vittory belongs. 

Weare moreover to remember how good a Foundation was 
laid by the Providence of God for an effectual Oppoſition to 
the Efforts of our Enemies, by inclining the Parliament to that 
Union and Moderation, ſo frequently recommended by her Ma- 
jeſty, which diſpos'd em to an unanimous and early Applica- 
tion to the publick Buſineſs, that a timely Proviſion might be 
made of the neceſſary Supplies for carrying on the War with 
Vigor. 

The more extenſive the good Conſequences of our Triumphs 
are, with the more Joy they ought to inſpire the Heart of eve- 
ry good Man, who mult needs be pleas'd with what he ſees 
conducive to the Happineſs of Mankind in general : But the 
large ſhare this Nation has in both the Honor and Advantages 
of theſe Victories, is evident to every one of us, who values 
bis Liberty and the free Exerciſe of his Religion. 

Is it neceſſary I ſhould remind you of the danger we have 
formerly been in of loſing Both, and how much Blood and 
Treaſure has been expended for their Security? Are there not 


Inſtances enough in the World of the Miſeries of thoſe People, 


who have been ſo unhappy as to fall under a Tyrannick Power, 
particularly that of France ? : | 

Are not many Thouſands of the Natives of that Country, 
who are ſcatter'd thro the World by a cruel Perſecution, and 
expos'd to Variety of Hardſhips in foreign Nations, ſo many 
living Witneſſes of the ſavage Treatment we mutt have ex 
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pected, if God had ſuffer'd the ambitious and bloody Defigns 
of that Prince to ſucceed ? Has not the Cruelty he has exercis'd 
on prodigious numbers of his own People, by the Confiſcation 
of their Eſtates, by raviſhing their Children from their Arms, 
by the Confinement of their Perſons in the moſt loathſom Pri- 
ſons, by breaking *em on the W heel, by chaining *em in Galleys, 
there condemn'd to perpetual Slavery; in a word, by making em 
ſuffer the moſt barbarous Methods of Torture that could 
be invented: Has not this Cruelty, I ſay, which renders the 
Reign of that King ſo infamous, given us a juſt Senſe and Re- 
liſh of the great Mercy of God, that has preſerv'd us from 
falling a Prey to his Deſpotick Power ? 

I hope it will not be thought that the mention of this in- 
human Treatment of our Fellow-Chriſtians, which is apt to 
make Nature recoil, and inſpire Men who are not cruel or ſtu- 
pid, with Trouble and Horror, is now unſea ſonable; and that 
it draws a Cloud on the Luſtre of this bright and chearful Day, 
which is devoted to Joy and Thankſgiving : For the terrible 
Idea of the Miſery of thoſe who live where Arbitrary Power 
obtains, ought to enliven our Joys and increaſe our Thankful- 
neſs to the Divine Majeſty, who has preſerv'd us from thoſe 
fiery Trials that once threaten'd us, and made us triumph over 


the Enemies of his Church. 


Nor ſhould we forget our ſuffering Brethren at ſuch a time 
as this; ſince the Remembrance of their Afflitions is proper 
to put us in mind of the Demerit of our own Sins, which might 
have long ſince expos'd us to the ſame Calamities, if the Mer- 
cy of God had not prevented. And as our Sympathy with 
thoſe who til] ſuffer theſe Cruelties is an Obligation laid on us 
by our Holy Religion; fo *tis likely to ſet an edge on our De- 
votion, and to render our Prayers more fervent, when we ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to God for the Deliverance of thoſe who are 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake. 

And *tis not to be doubted that while thoſe good People 
groan under Tyranny and Perſecution, it is ſome Relief to 
their drooping Spirits, ſome Alleviation of their Sufterings, to 


hear 
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hear of the repeated Victories obtain'd over their Perſecutors, 


of the Eſtabliſhment of the True Religion, and the Revival 
of Liberty in other Countries, which may give 'em a hopeful 
Proſpect of the Reſtoration of the ſame Bleſſings to themſelves. 
Thus, ſince the Apoſtle directs us to rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep ; as they partake of our Joy, we 
ſhould by our Chriſtian Commiſeration ſhare in their Sorrow. 
And is there not a juſt ground of Hope, that the Honor 
God has done the Proteſtant Princes and States, in giving their 
Arms ſuch extraordinary Succeſs, is in order to give 'em one 


day an opportunity of expreſſing their Gratitude to Heaven, 


by re-eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant Religion in thoſe Countries from 
whence it has been extirpated by the moſt barbarous and perfi- 


dious Methods, contrary to all Law and Juſtice, the moſt ſo- 
lemn Oaths and facred Treaties? And who knows whether a 


Work ſo Juſt, ſo Charitable, ſo Pious, and every way ſo Glo- 
rious, is not reſerv'd for the Reign of Queen ANNE; whoſe 
Forces both by Sea and Land have had ſo great a hand in the 


Mortification of that Grand Enemy of our Religion, and of the 
Liberty of Mankind ? K 


And now what ſhall we render to the LORD for all his 
Benefits? If we have any Senſe of Religion, Gratitude, or 
Ingenuity, the Service of this Day, which is to offer the Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, will be as agreeable to us as 
it is juſt and reaſonable in it ſelf. 

God has been pleas'd to maintain the righteous Cauſe in 
which we are engag'd, and not only to defend us from the 
Inſults of our Enemies, but to puniſh their Treachery and 
Ambition, by making 'em fall before us in the Field. Here- 
by he has preſerv'd to us the Enjoyment of whatever is 
juſtly valuable among Men: Hereby he has ſecur'd her Ma- 


jeſty's Throne and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and confirm'd our 
Hope of cranſmitting our Holy Religion and Civil Liberty to 


our Poſterity, notwithſtanding the Pretences and Attempts 
that have been made to deprive us both of the one and of 9 
| other, 
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other, How highly ſhould we eſteem thoſe Bleſſings, which 
have been endear'd to us by ſo many wonderful Turns of Pro- 
vidence employ*d for their Preſervation! What a warm and 
laſting Impreſſion ought ſo many ſignal Inſtances of the Di- 
vine Favor to make on all our Minds! eſpecially when we 
conſider how unworthy of the leaſt of all God's Mercies our 
Sins have render'd us, and how juſtly he might have puniſh'd 
us, by delivering us into the hands of thoſe Enemies, whoſe 
tender Mercies are Cruelty. Since he has not been extreme to 
mark our Iniquities, but chuſes by his Goodneſs to lead us to Re- 


pentance; ſince he has encourag'd the Efforts that have been 


made by our Governors and Others for a general Reformation of 
Manners, by theſe extraordinary Succeſſes of our Arms, me- 
thinks *tis a ſufficient Indication to us, that if Good Men of 
all Ranks and Characters among us were ſo wiſe and happy 
as to uſe their utmoſt Endeavors to advance that glorious Work, 
we might expect to ſee yer greater things than theſe. O that 
they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they would conſider 
their latter End! How ſhould one chaſe a thouſand, and two put 
ten thouſand to flight, &c. 

But how great an Unhappineſs would it be, if thoſe who 
have in ſo many reſpects been made by the Indulgence of God 
to reſemble the I/rae/ites, his once peculiar People, ſhould make 
themſelves like *em too in that Ingratitude and Folly, by 
which they too often interrupted the Courſe of God's Bleſſings, 
and incur*d his ſevere Diſpleaſure. God forbid ! that any of 
us ſhould imitate that ungrateful People in the Degeneracy 
of their Manners; in their Neglect of the Eſſentials of Reli- 
gion, While they furiouſly contended for the minuteſt Circum- 
ſtances of it, and ſometimes for things that had no juſt relation 
to it; and in their factious and inconſtant Temper, which made 


'em uneaſy under the Happieſt Government, and murmur at 
the Beſt of Governors. For if we ſhould imitate their Sins, 


what reaſon have we to promiſe our ſelves Impunity, any 
more than they; who by their Folly became at laſt as remar- 
kable Examples of God's Extraordinary Judgments, as they 
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once were of his Peculiar Favors? After all the Great Things 
God has done for us, may we never give him occaſion to u 
braid us as he did that People: Do ye thus requite the LOR D, Deut. 32.6 
O fooliſh Nation? Is not He thy Father who has bought thee ? 
Hath he not made thee and eſtabliſh'd thee *-—And to complain 
of us as he did of them: They are a Nation void of Counſel, nei- v. 28. 
ther is there Underſtanding in them. 
Let us beware, leſt after having /ang the Praiſes of God, we Pf. 106. 
forget his Works, and refuſe to wait * his Counſel: Let not 3: 
our Thankſgiving evaporate into Pride and Levity, or ſink 
into Intemperance and Luxury ; but let it appear in a Rational 
and Religious Joy, accompany'd with a humble Acknowledg- 
ment, that we owe all the Succeſſes we now celebrate to the 
Shield and Sword of the LORD; that 'tis zhro Him that our pc. 60. 12. 
Troops have done waliantly, and that *tis He who has trodden down 
our Enemies, Let us always depend on his Almighty Power, 
and the wiſe Conduct of his Providence. While /ome traſt in Pl. 20. 7. 
Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, let us ſtill remember the Name o 
the LO RD our God, Let our Prayers, which he has ſo often 
anſwer'd, be conſtantly addreſs'd to Him, for the Accompliſh- 
ment of that Great Work of reſtoring Liberty to Europe, which 
has been advanc'd to ſo good a degree by his ſpecial Providence; 
and for the proſperous and flouriſhing State of the Church of 
God throughout the World. 
Let us ſhew our ſelves grateful to God, in giving all due Ho- 
nor to thoſe Illuſtrious Perſons whom he has chiefly employ'd 
to mortify the Pride and Inſolence of our Enemies, and to ſecure 
us from their Power. Let our ingenuous and juſt Acknowledg- 
ment of their Merit, ſhew we are very far from envying them 
the Glory of their Prudence and Valor : Nor are we to forget 
how much we owe to the Reſolution and Courage of the 
Forces under their Command, who have ſo often hazarded © 
their Lives for our Safety. 
Let us bleſs God for the Great Favor he has ſhown us 
in placing Her Majeſty on the Throne of theſe King- 
doms, under whoſe happy Government we enjoy fo many 
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peculiar . Vap, Let the eminent Reward of her Virtues, by 
the Victories that God has given her, incite us to the Imita- 
tion of her Royal Example. Let us continually pray for the 
Happineſs and Proſperity of Her Perſon and Government, and 
contribute all we can to the Support of her Throne. 

To conclude ; If our Hearts were generally ſo affected with 
the Triumphs Gad has given us, as to engage us to declare and 
maintainan irreconcilable War againſt our Sins, we might rea- 
ſonably hope, that as our Enemies have been already found 


Liars, both on the account of their Fraud and Treachery, and 


in regard of their Vain-glory and Boaſting ; ſo we ſhall be bleſt 
with repeated Victories, till we ſhall ſee Peace and Righteouſ- 
neſs the Stability of our Times; and that it ſhall ſtill be ſaid of 
England as it was of Ijrae!: Happy art thou, O England! who 
is like unto Thee, O People ſaw dbythe LORD: the Shield of 
thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy Excellency. And thy Ene- 


mies ſhall be found Liars unto Thee, and Thou ſhalt tread upan 
#heir High Places, NP | 
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